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Maungaraki Views
MCA hosts Meet the Candidates

On 11th September the Maungaraki 
Community Centre was the scene of 
one of the first ‘Meet the Candidates’ 
events for this year’s local authority 
elections. 

Due to the large number of candidates, 
the evening was split into three. First 
it was the mayoral candidates, who 

answered questions from the MC and 
the floor on topics such as the ‘hotel’, 
rates, debt, transport, and what their 
priorities were for the Western Hills. 

Then it was the turn of the three 
candidates standing to represent the 
Western Ward on Council. 

This has the hallmark of a fascinating 

Maungaraki residents show up in numbers to hear what the candidates have to say.
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contest, as the two local incumbents, 
Margaret Cousins and Chris Milne, 
and newcomer Chris Parkin are 
competing for a single seat. 

The questions they faced were 
much more local in focus, including 
zoning for the hill suburbs, recycling, 
playgrounds, and footpaths.

At the end of the evening there was a 
brief opportunity for city-wide Council 
candidates, and those standing for the 
Regional Council and District Health 
Board, to introduce themselves and 
make a brief pitch for votes. 

The Maungaraki Community 
Association would like to thank all 
of those candidates and residents 
who came along. It was especially 
gratifying to see the number of young 
people showing an interest. 

Like previous Meet the Candidates 
evenings, the event was also live-
streamed on Facebook. 

Finally, on behalf of the MCA, many 
thanks to our MC for the evening, Paul 
Matthews. Paul always does a great 
job managing these types of events 
in such a professional manner. We 
are grateful for this time and energy. 
Cover photo and words Stephen Church.

Climate Strike! Things you can do to help our planet.
It is time to put the climate first. So 
says 170,000 people or 3.5% of the 
country, in Aotearoa striking for action 
on September 27th. You shouldn’t be 
particularly worried about the planet. 
It will just keep on spinning and 
reshaping its surface. It is us and all 

Jarrah Tansley, Olivia Crosland (behind), Emily 
Mossman, Grant Tansley, Rowan Tansley (on 
shoulders) representing Maungaraki School 
and community at Wellington’s Climate strike.

Swarms of protesters, big & small, gather 
outside the Beehive in Wellington.

the other creatures of earth that are 
under threat. So, ignore all the buzz 
words such as environment, planet, 

(the amount of greenhouse gases 
that are released as a result of your 
lifestyle) if you reduce consumption 
of meat and dairy, drive less, utilise 
public transport, limit food waste, 
compost, buy local, plant a garden/

tree, wash clothes in cold water, 
buy less stuff!, limit air travel, offset 
your carbon emissions, reduce your 
single use plastics, educate/support/
influence others. 

Don’t forget to get out in nature and 
appreciate the beauty of our home 
that is under threat. Olivia Crosland’s 
sign says ‘There is no Planet B’... let’s 
all fight to protect our Planet A... 
Home.

Family photo & words by Emily Mossman. 
Beehive photo by Amanda Main.

You may not be aware, but  
Hutt City Council offers a free graffiti 
or tagging removal service, which 
includes on private property.

A resident recently reported graffiti 
on the toilet block at the Oakleigh 
Street entrance to Belmont Regional 
Park. Within two days it had been 
freshly painted over to match the 
original colour. 

So, if you see graffiti or tagging, 
please report it to the Council 
through their website or by giving 
them a call.

Graffiti removal

climate, ecosystems, biodiversity etc 
and replace them all with ‘human 
survival’ to make it real. Keep that in 
mind when you are shopping, voting, 
driving, holidaying, gifting and eating

You can make the biggest difference 
in reducing your carbon footprint  
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School Hāngī experience delivers

Students enjoying their unique Hāngī day Kai is carried to the Hāngī pit for cooking

Students helping peel potatoesStudents digging the Hāngī pit

Last term, Maungaraki School 
organised, prepared and cooked a 
memorable Hāngī experience for it’s 
students. In what was a first for the 
school, this was an excellent example 
of our school and wider community 
coming together to  create and 

share a unique cultural experience. 
Hāngī is a great way to interact 
with Māori culture, as it is not only 
a means of cooking kai, but also a 
social occasion to share with friends 
and whanau. A great job by the 
organisers, volunteers and students. 
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Since our new website went live, we  
have generated $250k in new business.

What is your website doing for  
your business? Talk to us today.


