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Locals and businesses oppose
paid parking on Jackson Street

Starting October 1st, paid parking
will be introduced along Jackson
Street and in the Peel Street car
park behind the Petone Library as
part of Hutt City Council’s long-
term plan. Parking fees will be set
at $3 per hour, with a two-hour
time limit enforced from 9 amto 5
pm, seven days a week, excluding
public holidays.

The Council expects this revenue
gathering exercise will generate
$900,000 in annual revenue, which
will help cover rising costs and fund the Hutt City Council’s Facebook
improvements to Jackson Street's  P39% it sparked over 400
transport infrastructure. A total of comments, nearly all of them

33 parking meters will be installed. critical. Many residents see this as
yet another financial burden on

This decision, however, has been  ratepayers, who are already facing
met with strong disapproval from  a 15% rates increase this year. A
both locals and businesses. When |ocal petition against paid parking,
the announcement was made on  signed by 2,500 residents, was
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presented to the council before the
final decision, but it did not sway
the outcome.

Local business owners have voiced
concerns about the potential impact
on foot traffic. Hellen Swales,
coordinator of The Jackson Street
Programme, a non-profit dedicated
to promoting and enhancing the
area, called the parking fees
"another challenge" for businesses
still recovering from the effects of
COVID-19. Piers Dobier, co-owner
of Jackson Street café Faith and Co,
echoed these sentiments, stating
that the council ignored the will of
the community and that the added
costs would make running a
business even harder.

In addition to the financial burden
on businesses, there is growing
frustration among ratepayers,
particularly with the indefinite
postponement of the Petone Wharf
project due to cost overruns. Many
are questioning what benefits they
are receiving in return for the rising
costs.

The new parking enforcement will
be conducted using an advanced
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Aero Ranger camera system,
mounted on one of the council’s
parking enforcement vehicles. The
system will capture license plate
images and check whether parking
fees have been paid. Council staff
will review the data and decide if
tickets should be issued. The initial
trial period for this system will last
six months, beginning on October
1st.

With local elections approaching
next year, this issue could become a
significant campaign topic for
Petone ratepayers as business
owners continue to express their
dissatisfaction.

Melling rail line
In jeopardy

The future of the Melling Line is in
jeopardy after funding for a
pedestrian bridge over the Hutt
River was excluded from the $32.9
billion National Land Transport
Programme, which allocated $3.2
billion for the Wellington region.
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relocated further south. Both the Hutt City Council and Greater
Wellington Regional Council committed to the project on the
understanding that a pedestrian bridge would connect the new station

with central Lower Hutt.

Regional council chair Daran Ponter emphasised the critical role of the
bridge in the project, telling The Post that without it, the Melling Line's

viability is in question.

“If the Government is not going to provide the funding for the bridge that
is part of the project, then we would have to look seriously at the future
of the line,” Ponter said. The absence of funding for the bridge casts
uncertainty over the RiverLink vision, potentially impacting transport
connectivity and the strategic goals of the councils involved.

This development is disappointing, especially given the years of effort,
planning and investment already made for RiverLink. It also represents a
missed opportunity to deliver significant benefits to Lower Hutt,
particularly for it's central business district. Ed.
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Ticketing your car just got more efficient

Hutt City Council has begun testing
advanced license plate recognition
technology to improve fair parking
access across Lower Hutt.

An Aero Ranger camera system is
now mounted on one of the
Council’s parking enforcement
vehicles, capturing license plates as
it patrols. The system identifies
unpaid parking or overstays, and
Council staff review the data before
issuing tickets by mail. Enforcement
will begin on 1 October with a six-
month trial.

The Council’s Head of
Environmental Protection, Justin
Roberts, says the technology will
enhance efficiency and fairness.
“Our parking wardens can’t cover
the entire city at once, but this
system increases the likelihood of
catching violations, encouraging
better compliance and ensuring
parking spaces are available for
everyone,” Roberts said.
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Additionally, it checks for
compliance with Warrants of
Fitness and registration and can
identify stolen vehicles.

Privacy safeguards include facial
redaction capabilities, with images
used solely for enforcement and
planning. Data is securely stored for
12 months, in line with legal
requirements.

Approved under the Council’s 2024
Long-term Plan, this technology
aligns with systems already in use
in Auckland, Hamilton, Tauranga,
and Wellington, aiming to create a
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